
Gathering Music
“The Proposal / The Night Was Alive

With a Thousand Voices.”

From: “Titanic: A New Musical”  (1997)

Brian D'Arcy James as Stoker Frederick Barrett

Martin Moran as Wireless Operator Harold Bride

Music & Lyrics by Maury Yeston



Welcome to

Presentation: “Summits On The Air – in 
Hiking Boots or Bathrobe”

Andrew Ellis, NO6E

5/7/17



Summits
On
The
Air

Begun in 2002, SOTA is an operating
activity. “Activators” make contacts from
mountaintops with “Chasers.”



Chaser vs.    Activator

Hiking boots, rain gear, coatBathrobe.

Enough water so you don't die.Cold “807”

Weak radio, crummy antennaWhatever you got!

“Here's where to find my 
body”

“Don't bother me.  SOTA!”

Table, shelf or custom console

Stool, chair or recliner.

DeathMight not get the contact.

On a cold/rainy/windy mountainIn your den

In the dirt

In the dirt



So...it's not “Better”
to be an activator

or a chaser.

SOTA needs both!



Rules for Activators:

Have Permission to be at the site.

No connection or proximity to a motor vehicle.

Be on a recognized SOTA peak, within 25M of summit.

Carry all your gear

Only battery or solar power allowed.



“Association”

“Region”

Summit Number

Example:

W7O  

“SC” for South Coastal  

048  

The “Ref” is the reference number assigned by SOTA

Here's how it works for Onion Mountain, Oregon:

So, for Onion Mountain: W7O/SC-048

+ 

+ 



Making your first
SOTA CONTACT

HOW TO FIND A CONTACT



DETAIL OF FIRST SPOT



Making Your First Chaser Contact

K7ATN 599 on W7O/SC-048

Activator: Chaser:

CQ CQ SOTA de NO6E

NO6E de K7ATN

NO6E R 339 OR

R   73 















Heading Out!   What do I need?

Clothing: Hat, rain gear, hiking boots

Provisions: Water, food, first aid kit 

Radios: HF, VHF, cell phone  

Antennas, HF, VHF   with launch gear

Accessories: Key, Mic, Log, Pencil

Alerting: Cell data, SMS, APRS

Safety Notification.



Packing for an Activation



Database sotadata.org.uk

Photo group
https://www.flickr.com

/groups/sota_pics/

Reflector
reflector.sota.org.uk

https://www.flickr.com/


Sotawatch
www.sotawatch.org

Sotamaps
https:sotamaps.org

Sota Shop
sota-shop.co.uk



SOTA  Logging:  

















Is SOTA “Fair?”

SOTA rules for summits 

SOTA rules for activators

SOTA rules for chasers

“It's not Cricket!”



The Elephant in the SOTA Room: CW  

CW is not a requirement

CW is the most widely-used mode on SOTA.  Why?  

What kind of CW is it?

Will they laugh at me?

What about those slashes and dashes in the reference numbers?



I'm NOT bringing my Home Rig! (Nor am I!)

ELECRAFT KX2

HENDRICKS PFR-3B

YAESU FT-817ND

YOUKITS HB1B



Yes, I know: Antenna Tuners
Don't Tune the Antenna!

The LDG Z-817 is an
automatic tuner made
for use with the FT-817.

The SOTA Tuner from
QRP Kits is a manual
tuner and swr indicator

The Elecraft T2
is a QRP tuner that can

work with many rigs



Tennis Ball
Antenna Launcher

Cut a 1.5”  (4 cm) slit  

On opposite sides, 
cut 2 “X-shaped” slits
about 1/4” (0.5mm)

Push each end of cord
into X-slits.

Materials:
1 Tennis Ball
1 foot (30 cm) Paracord
Utility Knife
Long-nose pliers



Squeeze to open the long
slit.  Pull both cord ends
out through the slit.

Tie the two ends
together and tuck
them back inside.

Option: Add a few
pebbles or coins to
add weight.

Tie fishing line to loop.



How to avoid losing
your clipboard, pencil
and paddle.



The CheapLIGHT
Porta-Paddle

Materials:

1/16” x 6” x 6”
Double-clad
FR4 PCB stock

1 6' 3.5 mm male-male
patch cord

4-40x3/8” brass machine
screws and 4-40 brass
nuts

Soldering iron, solder,
tin snips.



CheapLIGHT Porta-Paddle cutting and assembly.



CheapLIGHT  6x6 Cutting Diagram



It's too big and heavy
for SOTA, but the

tennis balls can also 
launch wire antennas
over really BIG trees, 

say, 200 feet or so.

Powered by flammable
hair spray, this none-too-safe
“Tennis Ball Cannon” can do 

the job!

I'm not recommending it!
If you try it, 

you're on your own!

A Dangerous 
Digression:



email Andrew Andrew's 
blog

SEAPAC website

Thank you for coming!     Enjoy the rest of SEAPAC!

Special Thanks: Etienne K7ATN

Phil NS7P

Delvin N7QMT

John KE7WNB

All SEAPAC Volunteers
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